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NEED OF DELEGATE I
FORD. C.IS URGED

Witnesses Contend Residents I
Entitled to Some Tangible
Part in Own Government.

SENATOR POINDEXTER I
IS FIRST TO BE HEARD

Tells Senate Judiciary Subcommit- I

tee Plan Does Not Conflict With
Constitutional Amendment Idea.

The neerl of granting to the
people of the District some tangi- v

blc part in their own government ^

r\as voiced strongly today by wit- <'

nesses appearing before the sub- t

committee on judiciary of the &

Senate District committee in sup- t

port of the Chamberlain consti- F
tutional amendment, providing for ti
the election of senators, representativesand members of the clec- >'

toral college, and the Poindexter ii

til. which would give the District C
j-1 11 I &

pr ucie^aitr m uic nuu?c. jSenatorPoindoxter of "Washington, p
author of the delegate bill; former
Senator Blair of New Hampshire and
Hoy C. Claflin, chairman of the Dis- e
trict Delegate Association, were heard.
Senator Poindexter and the repre-

"

sentatives of the District Delegate As- 11
sociation declared themselves in favor p
of the Chamberlain constitutional
amendment as well as of the delegate "

bill. They urged, however, the need J
of enacting the delegate bill into law, ^
since this could be done by Congress
without reference to the country for S
ratification and would give to the peo- e
pie of the District a voice in the House e
at an early date.

Delegate Could Give Aid. tl
It wa,s asserted also by the advocates ^

of the delegate bill that the very fact C<
that the District had a delegate in the a
House, empowered to speak in its in- s,
terests, would aid greatly in the final
adoption of the constitutional amendnentproposed to give the District the D
right to take part in national elections J,
and legislation.

Air. Claflin said in this connection: tJ
"It we. the citizens of the District, ...

had a delegate in the House now, he
could put Into the record matter at- n
tacking the Borland provision adding r
an hour to the workday of govern- 1

went employes in Washington. At pres- tl
ent we must rely upon some member of ,
th» Umiaa frnm "T»l . ... .. N

attack the Borland plan."
The first witness today was Senator ir

Pcindexter. who explained the pro- B
visions of the delegate bill. He said ti
the need for a delegate in Congress and
for the franchise for residents of the
District was so obvious that there was olittle cause for argument along that a*
line. He said he had listened to the a
argument of Theodore W. Noyes, in
support of the Chamberlain eonstitu- tltional amendment, with great interest
at the last meeting of the committee. tl

P!Disclaims Any Conflict.
T wish to disclaim any conflict be- e

tween this delegate bill and the con-
titutional amendment which Mr. Noyes
advocated," said Senator Poindexter. n

"I am not opposing that resolution."
He called attention to the fact that

such a resolution proposing an amend- tjment to the Constitution must be
adopted by a two-thirds vote in both h
toe Senate and the House, and then a
must be ratified by three-fourths of "
the states before it can become efTec- 5
live. |He suggested that it might take R
many years, a generation, to get such Samendment to the Constitution, and C
said that for that reason he believed it *1
was particularly necessary to enact the | cDistrict delea-arte Dili io... »» «w xa« ll'JW. ll*i vpointed out that it had taken many j

"

jearn to put through the constitutional ; 1Jamendment providing for the popular j belection of senators, although the c
states were vitally interested in that r'
matter, and said that It might be expectedto taken even longer to put 'l
through a constitutional amendment in

,which the people of the District were li
vitally interested, but in which the peo- }pie of the states were not so closely in- ?teres tea. 3*He said his bili also would establishIn the District an electoral system "through which the delegates to nation- ^el conventions would be elected andthrough which Questions of great in- nie-est to the residents of the Districtcould be submitted for a referendum. J ti
Could Be Effective Immediately, j >

aThis legislation can he made effec- e
c immediately if Congress desires."!

»»<»- l,j,Senator Pomerene of Ohio. chairman p,of the committee, asked if it would e
not be possible for Congress to pro-
vide 1or a District delegate in the Sen- a

at* as well as in the House, but Sena- n
tor Polndexter replied that he believed n
the provisions of the Constitution re- ^iating to the membership of the Senatewould not nprmif r>f

^ ~ 'IMVJI avliun. }_]Senator Poindexter contended that tie
« ontir.uance of Hm present political astatus of the residents of tile District pwould he an insidious influence uponthe political morals of the country," e> ree for a part «>f the people of the n« «> intry to be governed without their p:rig any voice in the matter was aentirely opposed to the republican form pgovernment.

Hopes for Early Senate Action. i,
"The pronie in the District have the

t ;.e history behind them and are of | ath- same blood as the people of the!
rest of 'he country." said Senator!
I'oinJfcXt«r. "Yet ue are governing!
th* m I ere without giving them any j I)
opportunity "««> participate directly or *

;ndire»-tly in their own government." |Senator Pbiridexter suggested that "

the provision for a District delegate 0would i.ave great practical advantages nin the transaction o' tite business of
«*ongress so far as it related ;o legis- «Jrti»»n for the District. A deleg:.te felected by the people of the District. tlhe said, could give the other members pft Congress information about the
needs of the District which they them- telves louid net obtain without great hlabor. alie said that in his opinion, while tiie aDistrict delegate would be without a r
volt in rne House, yet the fact that tie

tul a voice it: the deliberation*-, of the
ott<e a ouid he of far inure roust'- c(Continued on second page.) .N
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BORLAND SCHEME If
UNDER HOUSE FIRE!

Vlany Pointed Questions Ask- D
ed of Plan to Increase FedoralPlnrl/c' Unnrc

vn ai v/iui r\o i iuui o.

REPRESENTATIVE BYRNS N
TARGET FOR QUESTIONS

Admits No Hearing Was Held, and A
That Employes Now Labor

Overtime Freely.

The Borland added-hour precisionwas attacked boldly on the li
loor of the House today by both d
lemocrats and republicans. Al-lc;
hough the skirmish was during c<

:encral debate, it forecasts a bit- V
er struggle when the Borland hi
irovision is reached under the' It
ive-minute rule. tl
Opponents of the Borland ir

neasiire bobbed up in the House is
it the most unexpected corners, m

.'hairman Byrns opened the gen- si

ral debate on the legislative ap-
iropriation bill, which is in his ql

barge, and which contains the
o

ight-hour provision. lie exilainedin general terms the fig- ca
.»u. 1.. u:ii i..

ico cfi me ,j1g sup^iv uiu, uu l ly

c had not proceeded ten minutes in

efore men from all over the ar

fouse were tiring questions at j
im, endeavoring to get an an- a,

wer as to why the hours of gov- sh

rnment clerks should be length- ul

ned without compensation. (p°
Chairman Byrns admitted that se

he Borland rider had been made ofi

part of the bill without previous sh

onsideration, without hearing j
ltd without investigation. He
aid frankly that the government th'
lerks are not overpaid and that co
lanv departments are now work- oti

rig overtime as it is. Represen- Se

ative Byrns opposed the Borland fo'

ider in committee, but as chair- ^
lan in charge of the bill he was th,
ireed iuto the position of being ie>
he champion of a cause in which 1Dj
e has no real interest. qu
"Docs the bill provide for a reduction

i the number of clerks on account of the
orland provision?" asked Represent*- lo.
ve Austin of Tennessee. J

No." £"Then it does not contain a reduction
f expenses?" continued Mr. Austin. "If
dopted it does not mean the dropping: of
single clerk?" J-jJ
nvi uiiicob me nuuse wains 10 arwp ..

lem." said Representative Byrnes.
Representative Cox of Indiana, seeing
lat Representative Byrnes was being
ressed closely, offered his help.
"There are 30,00(T clerks," he said. ,

and if they are required to work
ight hours a day they will do more
ork and will enable the departments m
s accomplish more without taking on
lore employes."

COAsked as to TJ. S. Saving. th
Further on in the debate Represents- th

ive Austin said: ti<
"Tn<r cferks now work one-half an m<
our more than they did a few years vj,
go. As the" result of that increase cc
1 the day's work has the government thaved arv money?"
"I have not looked up the facts." said prlepresentative Byrnes. mJRepresentative Ragsdale of South jarolina asked Representative Byrnes gthe thought it good business to inreasethe hours of% the government m,!erk without discussing the matter
ith bureau chiefs arid heads of de- (
a»*tmeriis. Representative Byrnes re- ti<!ied in general that he did not believe jjeight hours a day too much, and
tentative Ragsdale brought him back th
i> the specific question again by ask- re

w;"WouH it not be wise to forego this origislation until we can consult the
eads of the departments and then
ring in such legislation on this subsetas they advise?" It was asked.
Representative Byrns replied that pue had r.ot given it much consideraasion.
"Should not the heads o* tjie depart- F1
tents have control over the clerks' m
ork and the time of working?" connuedMr. Ragsdale. "They have that 2

ower and discretion ?t this time. Do di
ou think it wise to take this power
way and make an arbitrary law cov-

ringthe situation?"
Representative Rondon of Ne w York in
aid that increasing the hours "of labor cc
oes not increase efficiency. If the .j
ours of labor are prolonged for 30.000
mployes without consulting them, they m

ould be justified in resenting such B<
rticn. pa"Do not these clerks work overtime
ow and do it cheerfully?" asked Rep- ce

esentatlve Harrison of Mississippi. K}
"They do." admitted Representative St
l>rns. l,a
Representative Byrus also admitted 111

hat no hearing has been held by the n\ommittee to ascertain what are the
ctual conditions of service in the de- n0
artments. wjRepresentative Howard of <1eorgia w'

tnphasized ihe fact by asking if. as a ca
tatter of fact, the employes of the De-
artment of Justice do not work half 111
n hour longer than those In other de.artments-W'J

Representative Bryns was subject- ,>
rl to a running fire of questions as to
iow tjie committee, to use «ne words <:r
f one inquirer, "happened to slip this mi

torlaud amendmeiit through without w<

ny investigation.- th

Have Worked Overtime. to

Representative Byrns admitted there
iad oeen no hearing. Also in re- po
ponse to questions from all over the be
louse, he admitted that since the out- se
ireak of the European war clerks in to
early all the departments have worked cj4vertime, which was looked upon by
rjany of the members as an answer to

1

lie occasional slur at government Tlerks who do not do their full duty. |tepreseutative Byrns also said that
it his opinion the <lerk* are not over- (aid. *

Representative Reavis of Nebraska
ried to get Representative Byrns to tell
im what was the motive of the Boriatid
mendment in the committee, but. in the
b$euce of Representative Boriartd. RepesentativeByrns could not furnish
his information. rn<

"Either we arc overpaying the clerks eh
we arc trying to economize," said the J It:

ebrasKa man. | wi

'RESIDENT AWAITS
DATA FROM BERLIN

liscusses German Communication
With Members of

the Cabinet.

10 CONCLUSION REACHED
AFTER LONG DISCUSSION

cceptability of Teuton Propositions,
as Outlined by Envoy. Is Carefully

Avoided in Talk.

Germany's latest comniunica011on submarine warfare was

iscussed in detail at today's
ibinct meeting and at a separate
inference between President
t ilson and Secretary Lansing,
nt no conclusion was readied.
was decided to await data on

le way front Berlin regarding j
istructions alleged to bat e been
sued by the British admiralty to

lerchant captains for attacks on

lbntarines.
Cabinet members carefully avoided

iestions 011 whether Germany's posionas outlined by Count von BernsrffIn a note to Secretary L,ansing
jsterday was acceptable to the Ameringovernment. It was said that merethefacts were laid before the cabetwithout any effort being made to

rive at a decision. (

It was reiterated, however, that the
nited States would continue to stand

mly behind its position that attacks ]
ould nof be made on merchantmen
tarnied or armed for defensive pur-
ises, and would hold Germany ac-

»but nABil inn is i,ot oh-

rved. The chief danger was said by
Icials to lie in a possible attack on a

ip carrying Americans. Z

tefuses to Discuss Memorandum. ^
Secretary Lansing took with him to

e White House a pouch understood to

ntain the <)erman memorandum and
tier papers relating to the case. The
cretary said there was no justification
* statements purporting to give the
»ws of the State Department on the 1
uation. He refused to indicate whether I
ft situation appeared more favorable or

ts since the receipt of the German
iinorandum. I
It was indicated in well informed
larters that the President would Inston a strict interpretation of the'
les of international law as applying
Germany's new submarine warfare.

Information forwarded from Berlin
irporting to contain proof that the
-itish admiralty had instructed cap-
ins of armed merchant ships to at
ck submarines had not arrived. Mr.
msing said. The delay was believed t
be due to conditions resulting from

e war. I

Secretary Lansing's Statement. 1
M

Secretary Lansing today isAed the *

llowing formal statement: j
"In view of the publication this
orning of what purports to be the
ew of the State Department on the
mmunication received yesterday from
e German ambassador I wish to say r

at the contents of the communica- ^

>n have not been made public by a
e, and that any statement as to the
ews of the Stale Department on the a

^mmunication are absolutely unau- a
orized.
'1 have made no comment and ex- 11

essed no opinion in regard to the ,
liter."

statement pointing out that the a
ate Department iiad not made public
lythinjg regarding the latest German
emorandum might be issued late^, Mr. .

msing said.
"hairrnan Stone of the foreign reia- t
>ns committee expects to confer with
cretary Lansing today to learn the c

act status of the submarine issue for r
e benefit of senators in view of the
cent attempt to get legislative action *

arning Americans against traveling t
armed merchantmen of belligerents.

Congress Is Reassured.
The nature of Germany's reply, as t
iblished today, seemed to have a resuringeffect in Congress. Chairman
ood of the House foreign affairs comitteesaid the diplomatic situation
eems to be in a very satisfactory conc
tion.
What is considered by Secretary
msing as the all-irnportant element
the situation, as it now stands, is a

>py of the so-called British instruconsto shipmasters to hunt for sub-
arines. which have not arrived from
srli'n. where they were handed to AmissaucrGerard. Bending their re- t
ipt and a subsequent decision reirdingt tie altitude of the United
ates, the State Department is pre-

8

red to consider any overt act com- Ib
itted by the Teutonic submarine comantlersin the light of the facta. 1

Ihe department, it was said, would *

»t act upon the case of an American P
no sustained injuries aboard a vessel b
deli it could be definitely established P
rried guns for offensive purposes v

It was indicated in Hritish diplo- 1
utic circles that the allegations of °

rmanv would be flatly denied. It h
is said that British masters had not n

en instructed to hunt submarines; 11

at they had been told to avoid the 1

aft. and that only in event of a sub- u

urine approaching; without warning c

ere the skippers authorized to use
eir guns.
rhe State Department is understood
feel that the possibility .of difficul

sarising in the near future as a re- 8
It of the new German and Austrian o

ilicy is somewhat remote. Officials p
lieve that commanders of the under-
a boats will take particular care not
attack without warning armed met 1

ant vessels upon which there may be e

nericans. p

wo Italian Liners, Bearing b

5uns for Iheir Own Defense,
°

Cleared From New York I
o

Tiie Italian, liners Giuseppe Verdi and I
it Guglie'nio, at New York, with 8

runted guns aboard, were ordered* 0
reared today, on assurances from the h
stMan government that their armament \
as for defensive purposes only. a

C
.. > i

RESOLVED.
That in the

\ntereSiS,
of Economy \n\
The Government Sdepartments,each?

// ^ year. shall here.after. include.
a

v 29th ofFebruary,
.p glvlhs the

l).s.«n

A\\v*\\\\V\\\ More
full day's

GERMANY READY
NEW SUBMj

Berlin Hopes Only T1
United States M

cipitated
BERLIN, February 28, 4 p.m.,

>.m..The Associated Press is infor
nen that the new rule of submarir
n the German memorandum regarc
nerchantmen, will positively be pi
ow, Tuesday, February 29.

Period of Warning- nds. IAtthat time the period of warning for

leutrals. giving them opportunity to ad-

fise their nationals not to travel on

.rmed merchantmen, will expire. For

everal days there has been more than

possibility that Germany at the last

no-nent might make a proposal that she

vould discontinue practices of reprisal

nd sink no merchant ships.freighters
>r passenger liners.without first halting 11

he vessel for examination and putting jJ
he crew in a place of safety, as in the j'
Id style of naval war, if the allies would

"fmm moreharitmett. 1'
CIIIUVC a i niaiiicii M . «...

vas thought England might accept this

iroposal or that the United States and

>ther neutrals would be convinced, if

England refused, that she had no intenionof discontinuing the use of armanentfor offensive purposes.

Changed by Stone Letter.

This might possibly have given Presi-
lent Wilson proof that armament on

nerchantmen was not used purely for
lefense, and thus enable the President to

econcile the two conflicting viewpoints
egarding the impropriety of merchant

nen-carryingarmament and the impossibilityof the United States altering th*.
stablished law of nations.
Publication of President Wilson's leterto Senator Stone, however, apparntlyconvinced Germany's leading
tatesmen that no assistance was to

e expected from Washington in endrigthe present anomalous situation
egarding rules of submarine warfare

it wqu naolfss to make nro- I
osals the only result of which would
e to give Kngland more time to relcnishher stores while a discussion
:as in progress at Washington and
London. At least two of the highest
facials directly concerned appear to
e now convinced that Washington has
o desire to embarrass Great Britain
11 the conduct of the war or to do any-
hing which might permit Germany to
so the submarine in warfare against
ommerce.

Expect Sensational Opening.
Newspapers and the German public
enerally are primed for a spectacular
pening of the new submarine cam-

aign. The reader of the average
ewspaper article or contribution to
he papers by a naval expert might
\pect to find the columns of his newsaperon Thursday too small to contain
ull accounts of the merchantmen sunk
y Germany's big fleet of submarines
u the first day of the campaign.
It may be doubted, however, whether
he campaign will set Mn with such
igor, and It would be no surprise if
ome time passes without, an incident
f such a character as to force the
'nited States to act on President Wil-
on's declaration.
Such, at least, appears to be the hope
f the leading German statesmen. They
ave little expectation that President
VUson change his attitude, even
iter the receipt of the Justificatory

:

V & V ill The
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WHY NOT THIS?

TO LAUNCH
\RINE CAMPAIGN

liat a Clash With the
lay Not Be PreatOnce.

via London, February 29, 12:10

med by Germany's leading stateslewarfare, which was announced
ling the future treatment of armed
it in effect at midnight of tomorevidence

attached to the German
memorandum in the form of appendices
which apparently were not contained
in the American embassy's cablegramgiving the tezt of the memorandum itself,and is being forwarded by mail.

Warning Not Expected.
It is not believed that Americans will

be warned from traveling on armed
merchantmen or that adequate measureswill be taken to see that armamentis used only for defensive pur-
poses. German statesmen apparently
hope that by the exercise of a certain
amount of circumspection matters may
drift, along for a time without conflict,
lliat Americans of their own accord
will avoid steamships belonging to
belligerents, and that in such incidents
as do occur it may be possible for Germanyto prove that the ships in questionviolated rules of warfare and actedoffensively.
Further than this their hopes do notextent!.

German View Is That Law
as to Arming of Vessels

Is Voided by Conditions
BERLIN*. February 29. by wireless to

Sayville. X. Y.."The legal issue impliedin the question of submarine warfareairainst armprl n.orrmov,*
wmllliueil JB,

according to Herman opinion, to be consideredin the light of the facts here
set forth," says the Overseas News
Agency.
"Armament of merchantmen was introducedand sanctioned under internationallaw during the times when the

high seas were infested with privateers
and when, during time of war, ships
were furnished with letters of marque
in order to attaek merchantmen of the
enemy. I

"President Thomas JelTerson express-
ly stated that the admission of armed
merchantmen under the same bonds asnon-armed peaceful trading ships wasbased on the fact that they wereobliged to defend themselves againstprivateers. I

Privateering: Stamped Out.
"Privateering. Jiotvever, has been

stamped out on the high seas for a
long time. CSreat Britain played a
prominent part in driving robbers from
the seas. The Paris declaration of 1856
abolished the institution of letters of
martiue. thus removing: every other
reason which had been given for the
firming of peaceful trading ships.

Under the present circumstances,
therefore, the reasons on account of
which armed merchantmen were admittedon the same basis as peaceful
trading ships exist no longer. Furthermore,it is a recognized principle
of international law that when the
reason for the existence of a law ceases
the law itself is abolished. In the
present case this means that the nonadmissionof armed merchantmen does
not imply a change of international
law, made by a one-sided declaration
of one or some few of the parties concerned,but is simply the application of

T

; 7/

recognized principles of international
law."

Would Destroy All Ships.
Either Armed or Unarmed,

Carrying Food to England
BERLIN, February 2S, via "London.

February <";* ... £ Bombard. in a.' Uo/lino orti.-U .. tU~ W.»

j lung, calls for the destruction of all
| ships bound for England, whether
armed or not. He points to the seizure
by Portugal of German ships, which he
says probably will be used under the
Portuguese flag to carry foodstuffs to
England.
The writer fears also that many Germanships now lying in South Americanharbors may eventually be emjployed for the same purpose, and asks:

Only Permissible Reprisal.
j "Shall we then let these ships quietly
pass which as unarmed English meriehantmen cross the ocean? We shall
have to do so if we hold to the phantom
of torpedoing only armed merchantmenand of sparing neutral ships in
all circumstances."

j Herr Bernhard thinks that war should
{be carried out not against certain'categories of British ships, but against
British commerce on the seas, and declaresthat the new submarine campaignis the only permissible measure
of reprisal "against England's breach
of international law."
If this does not accomplish the object,which is to prevent the provision!ing of England, he adds "a deaihblow

jean be dealt England only if we directa request to all neutral states to
be kind enough to keep out of English
coastal waters for a specified time.
since, otherwise, we cannot assume re[sponsibility for their ship losses."
The leading German statesmen. Herr

Bernhard continues, must soon determinewhether to take this course, and
he adds: "It is not without risk, but
{the greatest risk would be neglected
opportunity. Moreover, the risk perjhaps is smaller, since the American
Congress shows signs of demanding
tnat the decision in international affairsbe taken from the President's
hands and placed in those of Congress."

FRENCH CRUISER SINKS
IN 1Mb MbUI ILRRANEAN

PARIS. February 29. via lajndon. J
February 29, 2:25 p.m..Th auxiliary
French cruiser I.a Provence was sunk
in the Mediterranean last Saturday, it
was officially announced today. At
Malta 296 survivors have been landed.
Four hundred survivors were landed

at Milo. The ministry of marine estimatesthe number of survivors at 670.
I.a Provence sank In the middle Mediterranean.

f
I.a Provence was one of the largest

and finest, of the French line vessels.
Her gross tonnage was 13,753. She was
built at St. Nazalre In 1906, was 602
feet long. 65 feet beam and 33 feet deep.
She was' requisitioned by the French
government for naval service at the
outbreak of the war. !

EEV0LUTI0NAEY PLOT HINTED

Nicaraguan Agents Investigating
Alleged Activities in Hew Orleans.
NEW ORLEANS, February 29..Secret

agents of.Nicaragua today were said to
be investigating reports of an alleged
revolutionary plot being fomented in
New Orleans against the government of
Nicaragua, the purpose of which was

said to prevent the ratification by the
Central American republic of the proposednew treaty with the United
States. According to the reports, a 1
clique of so-called "outs" fwfm Central
America now living in this country and
who were alleged to have been identifiedwith Latin American disturbances
in the past, are connected with the al- "1
leged conspiracy. ,

The plot was said to include an ^>fferof $50,000 for promotion of the scheme
and for the assassination of Adolfo
Diaz, president of Nicaragua.

DEFENSES 01
UNDER TER
nr ric r.p
VI VIU UL

New Offensive Bein
the East, Where

Have Scor
Heavy Infantry Fighting in Wo

ture By Germans of Manhi
French Press Cc

The German drive at Verdun i
force from the cast, where the a

011 the plain of the Woevre and 1

east of the ^leuse at several points.
Berlin today reported new adva

approximately twelve tniles in leng'
miles northeast of Verdun and thr<
to Champion, thirteen miles southe

The heaviest infantry fighting c

in the W oevre district, to the soutl
ntans attacked and captured the \ ill
declare that in a counter attack the
of the village, which they now hold

GERMAN DRIVING F

The comparative lull that prev
renewal of the intense artillery fire
new phase of the battle might be d
man attack, while still continuing, h
while the pressure is being shifted

The possibility is indicated by r

prince's armies are gathering their f
attack at some selected point, and t

here and there are for the purpose
in the extended line.

NEED TIME TO

The Germans, it is noted, need t

and possibly even now may have b
\ anced infantry lines closer to the
permanent defensive works.

Meanwhile the French are not

counter strokes. When attacked,
tions they now occupy are holding f

Estimates of the number of Ge:
lie are considerably larger than tli
been engaged in the initial operation
that there are as many as 750,000
on the German side, strong reinfon
scene.

BATTLE MOREjNllNSEJI
PAKI5 KUOJKI A55tKI5!

I

PARIS, February 29, 2:35 p.m..The
bombardment to the north of Verdun 3

is continuing: with greater intensity. ii

East of the Meuse last night there V

was a resumption of violent local at- w

tack's. Near the village of Douaumont

the fighting came to a hand-to-hand ej

encounter, and the Germans were re- i.h:

pulsed by French troops.

Germans Take Manheulles.

After intense artillery fire German a

forces captured the village of Manheulles,but a counter attack brought G

the French to the western boundary of

this location. They now hold Man- t(

heulles under their fire.

In Lorraine the Germans succeeded in t»

occupying small sections of French ei

trenches, but they were very shortly

driven out from these positions.

Official French Statement. f<

The text of the official communicationgiven out by the war office this c<

afternoon is as follows:

"To the north of Verdun the bom- si

bardment has continued with increased o

intensity. e«

"In the sector to the east of the si

Meuse last night there was a resumptionof the previous violent local at- pi

lacks, particularly in the vicinity of T

the village of Douaumont, where the ec

fighting came to liand-and-hand en- H

counters, resulting in the driving back h<

of the enemy by our troops. Ci

French in Counter Attack.

"In the .Woevre district the Germans
w ere successful, after-an intense pre- w

paratory artillery fire, in gaining possessionof the village of Manheulles. 61

An immediate counter attack on our cs

part brought us back to the western th
boundary of this village, which we now

hold under our own fire.
"In Lorraine the enemy was success- m

ful in penetrating several small seclionsof our advance trenches.'but they n<
were almost immediately driven out of
these positions.

in

"There is nothing to report from the at

remainder of the front." of

v
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ttacking armies have advanced
reached the base of the heights

nccs in this region along a front
th. stretching from Dieppe seven
ee miles due east of Douaumont.
:ast of Verdun.
>f last night seems to have been
1 of the fortress, where the Gerageof Manheulles. The French
y attained the western boundary
under their fire.
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ailed lor some hours before the
reported today indicated that *

eveloping. As a whole, the Gerasapparently less driving power,
from point to point,
nilitary observers that the crown
orces for a new and concentrated
:hat the thrusts now being made
of picking out the weakest spot

SHIFT GUNS.
ime to empiace their heavy gutl'B,
ruught them up behind their adfortressfor concentration on its

idle, and are delivering vigorous
their lines in the stronger posiirmer.
rmans engaged in the great bate300,000 men believed to ha've
s. Some authorities now declare
troops engaged in the lighting
ements having been sent to the

"ROGRESS BY GERMANS
IS CLAIMED BY BERLIN

BERLIN. February 29. via London.
:i'0 p.m..Progress for the Germane

their drive toward Verdun, in the

roevre district, was announced by the
ar office today.

V.
The German troops have passed Dippe.Abaucourt and Blanzee, and also

ave taken Manhuelles and Champion.

Armored Work Capturod.
The war office also announced that
/small armored work northwest of
ouaumont has been stormed by the
ermans.

The official announcement gives the
nai numoer 01 unwounaea prisoners
iken as 16,575. There have been caplredalso seventy-eight cannon and
ghty-six machine guns.

As Viewed by Berlin.
The text of today's official statement
>llows:

"Very strong artillery activity ban
>ntinued at several points.
"East of the Meuse we stormed a

mall armored work directly northwest
f the village of Douaumont. Repeatienemy attacks in this region were ,

topped at the very outset.
"In the Woevre. our troops have

fiisse 1 Dieppe. Abbaucourt and Bl&nste.
hey have cleared the extensive wood1region northeast of Watronville and
eudiemont. and have taken in their
eroic advance Manheullen and alae
hamplon.

Many Prisoners Taken.
"Up till last night we counted ua*>
outided prisoners. Z2S officers and 1S,5men. and further seventy-eight
innon. seven of these heavy and of
>e most modern kind, and eighty-six
achine guns, while uncounted war

aterial is reported as booty.
"At the forester's house at Thiarille.
>rtheast of Babonvilier, the proiectgportion of a French position .was

tacked and taken. A large number

prisoners remained in our hands."
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